
St. Augustine Catholic High School             
(520) 751 8300  
8800 E 22nd St, Tucson, AZ 85710 
Persistence Pays 

 

Dear Members of the St. A’s Community, 

After serving over 20 years in Catholic school leadership positions, I write to formally announce 
my retirement from the role of School President, effective January 2, 2026. Although I am 
stepping down as school leader, I will continue to be part of the St. A’s community working 
part-time as the school’s Chief Budget Officer, allowing me to continue my focus on the school’s 
financial sustainability while giving me more time to spend with my family. 

I am pleased to announce that the Bishop and School Board have approved Mrs. Melissa 
Lopez-Gruenhagen, based upon her excellent qualifications and my strong recommendation, as 
my replacement. 

Mrs. Lopez-Gruenhagen has worked closely with me since joining St. A’s in June 2023. She has 
strong leadership skills and a great sense of spirituality, both of which will equip her well as the 
new leader of our Catholic high school. Please join me in welcoming her to this new position, 
and supporting her as she continues to advance the mission of St. A’s. 

Serving in Catholic school leadership has been one of the greatest honors of my professional life, 
made possible by the support of my wife and the school communities I have served. Most 
gratifying to me has been being part of the remarkable evolution of St. Augustine Catholic High 
School from a school on the verge of closing in 2011 to the vibrant and outstanding educational 
venue it is today. 

I am deeply indebted to every person who has enriched my 21 year journey. I am grateful to the 
school boards and our benefactors that have provided guidance, challenge, and steadfast support, 
and am most appreciative of the dedication and professionalism of our faculty and staff - they are 
the heart of St. A’s, providing countless ways to nurture, inspire, and uplift our students.   

Thank you to the families who have entrusted us with your children. I am grateful for your 
partnership and support, especially those I have known for the last 21 years, way back to my 
“OMOS days!” 

Thank you all for the privilege of serving as the leader of the St. A’s community.  

Go Wolves! 

Blessings, 

Dave Keller 


